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The University of Hertfordshire Veterinary Substances 
DataBase - Terms and Conditions of Use 

This document seeks to describe the terms and conditions of use of the Veterinary Substances Database 
(VSDB) website and database. Answers to other common questions are available in the document 'VSDB 
Questions and Answers' on the VSDB website. Information on the management and data acquisition of the 
database can be found in a document ‘VSDB Background and Support’ that is also available on the VSDB 
website. A simple guide to using the database ‘VSDB Instructions for use’ is also available. 

Please read these terms of use carefully before you start to use the website and/or database. By using our 
website and/or database, you indicate that you accept these terms of use and that you agree to abide by 
them. If you do not agree to these terms of use, please refrain from using our database or website. 

Using the information in the database 

• The information contained in the VSDB web pages can be used free of charge for academic and non-
commercial use provided proper reference to the database is given. This reference should also be 
included when linking to the MS Access database from other websites. The general reference that 
should be used to refer to the database is as follows: 
 
Lewis, K.A., Tzilivakis, J., Warner, D. and Green, A. (2016). An international database for pesticide risk 
assessments and management. Human and Ecological Risk Assessment: An International Journal, 22(4): 
1050-1064. DOI: 10.1080/10807039.2015.1133242 
 
When refering to wild bee toxicity data, the below may be more appropriate: 
 
Lewis, K.A. & Tzilivakis, J. (2019). Wild bee toxicity data for pesticide risk assessments. Data, 4(3): 98. 
DOI: 10.3390/data4030098 

• If the licence is not renewed after its term has expired the database may not be used for any purpose. 

• Data may not be copied, reproduced, republished, posted, broadcast or transmitted in any way without 
first obtaining the University of Hertfordshire’s written permission and only after a licence is in place.  

• Users are not entitled to distribute, modify, supplement or split the contents or structure of the VSDB. 
Furthermore, neither the Licensee nor the Users are entitled to rearrange the VSDB or to set up derived 
databases without first obtaining the University of Hertfordshire’s written permission and only after a 
licence is in place. 

• Users are entitled to extract and re-use, for non-commercial, academic or research purposes, 
unsubstantial parts of the contents of the VSDB. The systematic extraction and/or re-utilisation of 
substantial parts of the VSDB, conflicts with normal exploitation of the database and causes prejudice to 
the legitimate interests of the University of Hertfordshire and is not authorised without a licence 
agreement. 
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• The University of Hertfordshire endeavours to offer an overall good-quality product and a reliable service. 
We aim to update our database and website regularly, and may change the content at anytime. If the 
need arises, we may suspend access to our database and website, or close it indefinitely. Any of the 
material on our database and website may be out of date at any given time, and we are under no 
obligation to update such material. The University of Hertfordshire does not guarantee that the VSDB 
contains full datasets. The VSDB is provided "as it stands" at the moment in time it is created and 
delivered to the end user.  

• The decision to include or modify data in the VSDB is the responsibility of the University of Hertfordshire.  

• The University of Hertfordshire shall not be liable for any direct or indirect damages arising out of the 
use of, or the inability to use, the VSDB. 

• The University of Hertfordshire does not guarantee that the VSDB Database will be usefully accessible in 
every hardware/software environment.  

• We may revise these terms of use at any time by amending this page. You are expected to check this 
document from time to time to take notice of any changes we made, as they are binding on you. Some 
of the provisions contained in these terms of use may also be superseded by provisions or notices 
published elsewhere on our site. 

Linking directly to the VSDB web pages 

If you would like to link to the VSDB, you may only do so on the basis that you comply with the following 
conditions otherwise we will consider it a breach of IPR/Copyright: 

a. You do not replicate either the VSDB Home page or A-Z page of this website without our express written 
permission. 

b. You do not remove, distort or otherwise alter the size or appearance of the logos. 

c. You do not rename or replace the headings or other content such that you imply wrongful ownership. 

d. You email us and inform us that you have made the link - (a.green@herts.ac.uk). 

e. You do not create a frame or any other browser or border environment around this Website or any page 
within. 

f. You do not in any way imply that we are endorsing any products or services other than our own. 

g. You do not misrepresent your relationship with us nor present any other false information about us. 

h. You do not otherwise use any VSDB content displayed on this Website without our express written 
permission. 

i. Your website does not contain content that is distasteful, offensive or controversial, infringes any 
intellectual property rights or other rights of any other person or otherwise does not comply with all 
applicable laws and regulations. 

j. VSDB owners cannot be held responsible for any loss or action resulting from the use of the data held in 
the VSDB. 

mailto:a.green@herts.ac.uk
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We expressly reserve the right to revoke the right granted by this statement and take any action we deem 
appropriate. 

Third party links from the VSDB 

Links to third party websites from this Website are provided solely for your convenience. If you use these 
links, you leave the VSPD. We have not reviewed these third party websites, we do not control them, nor are 
we responsible for their content or availability. We do not endorse or make any representations about them 
or their content. 

Obtaining a copy of the MS Access database 

The database can also be obtained as an MS Access file on request. This is useful for persons working off-line 
or for direct linking to third-party software. Please contact us if you wish to integrate the VSDB into your 
computerised tools as this will be subject to a modest licence fee to cover the production and updating costs. 
The actual cost will depend upon the intended use of the data and the amount of data required. When 
contacting us please provide the following information: 

• Intended purpose of the data (e.g. in-house proposes, research project, commercial application, etc.). 

• What data is required (all or specific sub-set?). 

• Whether or not regular updates are required. 

• Your contact details. 

You will be required to sign a licence agreement and, in some cases, the licence may be time limited. The 
licence will prohibit the transfer of the data to third parties and use of the database must be acknowledged 
(see above). 

We also offer an updating service. We can provide updates on demand at a one-off cost or we can set up 
updating agreements whereby a new version of the database is provided at regular intervals over a one or 
two year period at a fixed and pre-agreed price. 

Contact details: 

Address: VSDB Management Team 
  Agriculture & Environment Research Unit 
  Department of Biological & Environmental 
  Sciences School of Life & Medical Sciences 
  University of Hertfordshire 
  College Lane 
  Hatfield, Herts. 
  AL10 9AB, UK 

Telephone:  +44 (0)1707 284548  Email:  aeru@herts.ac.uk 

mailto:aeru@herts.ac.uk

